WlOtatv 


Maroh B, I93t. 


Mr. m» aOM* 

120 mrnt 

Mm t$rk, Wm I»ik« 


Bmt Mr. teitiu \ 

!• th* «M««no« of tte Blrootor, I mat to 
9^ fcflkBMlnlit racailpt af tk« aOmntd ow of MUUm 
M aiatM TCryto a* « book «ailtl4Kt» "Tbo^Oo^lMiSt^ 
iriftdii’ ocqnr »a* oont to Hr* Soomr ?8» rwrloa* 

X% bo 4«ItT«rod to Mm apoM bio *o4 
tMTM to tb» oitQT Otidl X m « 0 P 0 ho wiU fill tho otl^ 
Joet Mottor yiaj iatorootl ag, 

Slaoeroly yours,' / 

S ^ ‘ 

Bolen W. Oaady, 

Moerotory. 



Richard |U Snlth aenda in 
advance copy of book entitled 
"The lila i^tector Teat" by 
Rilliam. Moulton llarston. 
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RICHARD R. SMITH 

120 EAST 39th STREET 
NEW YORK. N. Y. 



To 


Make ail returns to A. B. A. Warehouse 
35 East 20th St., New York. N. Y. 


Mr. J, Mgar Hoover 

Chief of Bxireau of Invest igetic'’ 

Dept, of Justice 

Washington, D. C, 


ADVANCE COPY 


This book is sonf to you for reviow. 


Its publication data is. 


|0ffll01938 


Its retail price is. 


$ 2.00 


Please observe the release date. 


1 20 East 39th Street RICHARD R. SMITH NewYork, N. Y. 
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March 10, 1938 


«-iss Helen W, Gandy 
Secretary to J, Jildgar Hoover 
Federal H\jreau of Investigation 
Ui-ited States Department of Justice 
Vf'ashingtou, D. C. 

i.ear Miss Gandy: 

Thaxdc you for your note of ti^ 8th assuring me 
tiiat the complimentary copy of THBVLIE DETECTOR TEST 
will ho given to lilr. Hoover on his return and that you 
believe he will he interested in it. ' 

Naturally I hope that he i»ill real the hook and 
that wlion he has done this he rfiay he so pleased witn it 
tiiat he will feel inclined to let me have his comment on 
it and to give lue permission to quote this cossaent. 



Will you he good enoijgh at least to u>ake txiis sug- 
gestion to Mr. Hoover. Thankixig hii^ and you in advance, 
1 am 




✓ ' 



Rp'Oi JSW 




RE'X'RDii< Murck 16, 1988, 


Mr, R, R, SaltH, 
180 ?^t 89tt 
I«» T«rk Clt 7 » 


tmr sr« Sndtbi 

I Iwrv* JMT «f Mkr«ll 10, 1990, 

o«rniiV *Th« Ll« D«t««t«r TMFk,” «hi«b y«« r*o«Btl)r 
rerw«r4«d t« th» Burmni, 

To« my U tnT 9 tbmt 1 will mU 1% %• Ur. 
Bow«wr*« wttwotloa upon his r«t>ur» iMhlostom. 

SliM>«r*ly ywura. 


BwlM n. Owady, 
Swarwlwry, 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


9eli«ral Surrau of Inoooflgatfait 
Hti{tob #tate« Betiariment of fuatfco 
na«l|f ti9ton« B. €. 

EPC:MTG March 15, 1938, 

94 - 4 - 1682-3 

MS.IQRANDUM FOR MR, NATHAN 

’ Rer Crime Detection Data 

Methods - General. 
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I recommend that two copies of "The Lie Detector Test" 
as described in the letter of March 11, 1938, from the New lork 
Office, be purchased for use in the Bureau, A copy has already 
been sent personally to the Director but I believe this book will 
f^'be a very handy reference in giving any Instructions subsequently 
to Agents and that several copies would be useful for that purpose. 


Respectfully, 



i 


A,.*'-' 


Weiieral Surratt ot inv^aH^atmit 

9nite2i ftatM Bet’Artmmt of 9tt»tic» 
607 U* S« Court Houso 

Fol^ Square 
New York, N« Y* 


PXOxBS 

80-0 


March 11, 1938 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C« 



REt 


CRIME DETECTION DATA AND I.'iETHODS - 
GENERAL 



c, 


.A 


Dear Sir« 



The New York TimBS for March 10, 1938, published 
an announosmezxt of the publiosction ofATnook entitled, "The 
^Lle Iteteotor lost" by Williani MoultoirBiwston, publisher, 

R« R<^Stolth, price 32.00# 

The book is said to describe the developnient and 
uses of the equipment indicated. 


I 

‘.7 


rr' 


z 


Please advise if interested, and if you wish a 
copy of this book secured for the laboratory. 


U- 



Very truly 

R. S. VJ3TT33RLI 
Special Agent in Charge 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


9»2i«ral Sureau of Inoeotigatfon 
Utilteb State* Bepartment of llusttce 
BUicl|{n0tony 9. C. 


(iT:BG 


May 11, 1938. 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NATHAN 


Re: Review of book entyCled, 

Lie Detector Testify 
Doctor William ly'Maraton. 




Mr. 

^ Mr. T^i-' 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr, Cr Ffvy 
Mr. TriwM 

Mr. l)»ws«y 
Mr. Egan 
Mr. FoTW;>rth 
Mr. 

Mr. Htirlu. 



The above-entitled book was reviewed by Mr. ttuinn Tsonm 
of the Technical Laboratory who reports that in his opinion the 
book is typical of all the work done by Doctor Marston in that 
it is written in an extremely egotistical vein and that the sole 
purpose of the book seems to be to establish the fact that 
Doctor Marston was the first to use the blood pressure test 
in the detection of deception. The first three chapters in the 
book deal with the subject of pointing out how Doctor Meurston 
discovered the blood pressure test as a deception detector and 
also ridicules all other psychological attempts along this same 
line. The balance of the book is devoted to the various uses 
to which Doctor Marston has put the so-called lie detector teat 
such as actual use in police cases, examination of en^Jloyees 
in banks, a chapter entitled "Love and the Lie' Detector" in which 
Mecrston points out how he has settled marital difficulties by 
the use of his psychological test. 


It is noted that throughout the book the author 
points out that the blood pressure teat for the detection of 
deception in the hands of a trained operator is infallible and 
that once the deception has been detected it has been his experience 
that if this is pointed out to the subject he will admit his guilt 
and it will have the psychological effect upon him of making him 
always in the future tell the truth. This to Mr. Tamm, exeii5>llfies 
the same egotistical ridiculous strain in which this book is written. 


Respectfully, 





JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


LBN I VI 


^>1 
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mineral Sar^ats of Inovstfsation 
ISnfteH #tato» B»t>arf m«nt of Huatici? 

Sla«t|itt9tott, B.C. 

April 28, 1959 



IvELOrAl’iDUM FOR liR. TOLSOH 


from[ 


V.ith referenoe to K r. Lester’s suggestion Ahet we secure 
]of the Detroit PolioaAepartment th^ 


details of his invest! f,ati on involving Lr. WillianrlAarston, the 
detector specialist, I desire to advise that vrtnile talking to SAi 
Bugas on other matters, 1 asked L!r» Bugas the next time h© V'/as talking 
to I i to ask him the details regarding this matter and advise the 
Bureau# lie stated that tWs would be done# 



\ 


I also talked to him concerning the pending visit of 
Mr# R# L. Jones, Chief of Police, Dallas, Texas, and of course told 
him that a oar should not be assigned to him, although it would be 
sati sfactoiy for an Jgent to drive him around some afternoon# 

Respectft\lly, 


L. B. Kiohols 
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^^nrlntmt of 

Post Office Box 2118 
Detroit - MlehigBA 
July 13. 1939 


PERSONAL AND CONPi: 


Director 

federal Bureau of InTeatigatlon 
VaShingtOtt. D. C. 


Re: WILLIAM MOTJLTON MARSTQN 



^ ^ 

t 


hlC 


b7C 


Dear Sir: 

Wi th reaoeet to tel^onie reoueet fro« laepeotor L. B, 
NICH0I5 that l l at the Detroit PoUce Depart- 

■eat he eontacted for ehatererl inforaatlon he poMeseed eoneemlng 
WniJAM MOULTON MARSTON, the fd^C 


LoMlng data are- eat out« 


[ 


3adTiaed that la 1938 the (H.llette Razor Conr 


pany oonoelved the idea, apparently at the inetigation of Mr. MARSTON, 
of using the lie detaotor in an adrertiaing seheate eoneening Oillette 
razor blades. The idea was to hate a repreaantatiYe nujd>er of indiri*' 
duals, who used Oillette razors. ahuTe with a rai^r eontalning a Gil- 
lette blade and then on the same occasion share with a razor eontaln- 
ing some substitute blade that fits a Gillette razor. These indlri- 
dnals were then to be innedlately (questioned by allegedly unbiased 
indlriduals eonleming the respeetlre merits of the blades Just used. 

t- - 

MARSTON* a lie detaotor machine was to be used during this 
interrogation thd. of course, it was presumed that the answers would 
show the prapoijMerant merits of Gillette blades orer the other blades. 
The lie deteetgr maohine would siaply show the raracity of the answers 
and thus help ^ establish the superiority of Gillette blades over 
the others, ^s soheme was handled by an adrertising eonoexn in 
Detroit, callM Mazon's, Ino», which is one of the largest adrertising 
agencies in the United States. 


I - 


Aecordlns! to[ 


Iflondueted en^r- 

SSnT 


< » 


im ents wi th a «aall group of indlriduals p«ssad thi* yeanlta so 

GTIimr-hifttlaB ware superior. [, 

IIMI I ^ - 


and bis associates in the Mtzdltl^llee pi^bi^maBt then assisted 
MARSTON in carrying the exoeri jpent ftgitier andjy hing a test with a 
larger number of indlriduals. I T htated that the in- 
terrogation engaged in with his assist ants about fifty per 

cent of the indlriduals thus ttjlfte^ indieatill blades to be 
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Director, FBI, Washington, D. C 


JHily 15, 1939 



superior and about fifty per cent Indicated the other blades to 
be superior, KASSTON was not satisfied withthlw^^atter test and 
then confidentially adrised an associate ofi ithat if 

this associate would swear to results Indicating that all the In- 
dlTiduals belieTsd Gillette to be superior, there would be a good 
aonay In It not only for MABSTOM but for this associate of 
I I The associate declined to perjure hlnself in this fashion 

and, apparently, the entire scheme fell through as far as the 
Detroit area was eoncemed at least* KASSTOK Indicated on that 
occasion that he stood to make around thirty thousand dollars for 
his part In the entire seheme. 


b7C 


Very truly yours, 

S. BdGAS 

Special Agent in Charge 


JSB:CMo 


i 
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MFME3EIVS OF THE 1.' .ARC; 


I 



STATIC miAuyy or aocoi xtancv 


RODiiRT PENTLAWO.JH C P fi r. .'^|P^/|A^I 

f lAMI , FLORIDA 

JOSEl- H MARIMAN.C P. A .SECRl lAPY 
. AO. K G O N V I UL E . r LCJ R I D/' 

TTHTm £ a "■ 

■ AMOA. fi-CriRinA 
I,* /■ .r.MITH.C P A. 

.;*.c;.rtr»ON viLLE , flor fr* 
vEt.NAf.r; L, AOES3,C,P,A 
Mlf'rn . ri OR IDA 


HTATI? OK FI.OKinA 


October 28,19^ 


Mr* J. HdsEur ttoover 

T«der&l B^sa of larottlgation 

Vaahlagton, B. C. 

y 


f' Baring In a Jaokaonrnj^ paper the atataaant Dr. Vllliaa 

Mooltott Maraton la to dae^tlon taatars praprlx^s than for 

aarrlca In a poaalbla/’^ruth Boraan,* I i)Muld liloa to gat in touch 
with Dr* Maraton to ozfar ajrial'f for training bacaoaa X attandad Dr* 
Maraton* a elaasaa on legal phjralologjr, and the uae of the Lie DetOctor 
at the inarlean IhiiTaraity during 1923 * 

I ahall be very gratafhl for thia inforaation* 


AH; eg 
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w",.' 54 .UV.'MT 

JJSiJXiCA 


Ifoo0nb0r 8, 1940 
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D«ar 

Tour covaumtcation datod Ooiiobor 2 Q, 
1940 , has been rscstvsd and oltho^^h I would 
liks to bs of aasiatanoe I mast adoUe 

individual to 0hoa ll/Videlll 

i3 not in any way oonnectsd with the feaeras 

0 / InS»«Vtt.n "«• 10 J taw Jo/orno- 
tion relative to his present address* 


Stnoerely yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Mr. T«I«mi 
M f. ClfM 


Mr* PwnrrrHi 


Mr. Haitnen 
Mr* UM ^ 
Mr. tMNi ^ 


Mr. ttlMln ( 



MIM denes 


. i‘. i^;- s\- ■ *. .1 , . 






^ui^ 




Office of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

October 30 , 1940 


The secretary to Congressman 
Green of Florida stated they 
had a letter from a constituent 
in Jacksonville , Florida, to 
the effect that she had read in 
a Jacksonville paper that Dr, 

William L'oulton Marston was 
going to establish aj/f^ruth 
bureau"* The item went" on to 
state that Dr, Marston has 
worked successfully for a number ’ — 

of years with the lie detector 

and that the truth group which 
he was going to establish would be an out- 
growth of his work with the lie detector . 
The secretary inquired if the Bureau had 
any information concerning this matter, 

I informed the secretary that the Bureau 
did not have any information concerning 
this particular group or Dr, Marston, 




Mira Bmhm 


It will be recalled that Dr. Marston is 
a self-styled lie detector specialist. 



Janu'^^ry 6» 1942 


Vlillan Keulteit^ Kart ton, Xaqnlra 
Qharry OridmrdL 
Rj«, Xav Tork 


Hy daar Mr. Maralont 

Tour latter of Dtaaidiar 19, addrattad to tha 
^‘raoldant. to#;athar with anoloanraa, haa baao rafarrad 
to thia Oapartnant for ai^owladcnant and oonaidaratiem. 


In rt];)ly,jWa with to thank yon for the copy of 
yonr book •Thaj^le t)ttaetor Teat*, whloh hat baan tent 
to o»*r min llaViay, and alto for yonr icanarona offer 
of aerrlea at thla tim. Ton nay be aatnrad that 
ahotild it baeotia naoaataiy to call upon yen, wa ahall 
not haaltate to do ao. Ka nra aXae adrlaini; tha 
7adaral Bnraaa of Inweatldatloa of your arallabllity 
at thia tl(»a. 


•3 A- 

.'J 


}feiy I atKKaat that* alnoa tha Vntted Stataa Ola 11 
Sarwlaf Oomnlaalon, Vnabin^on, d. C. , la tha ehiaf 
raarultlm; a«aney of tha fadaral Ooremnent, you adrita -j ' 
thf» of your arai lability for tha duration of thia 

anarsenoy. - [j- 

DEii'fe^RR S P R S e OfffiWfe 

Sincerely youre, **■ 




r> 


CWP:.lba 


W. Paiae_,., , 

, >/V - / 

IPTW !././ , • 

C. K. Pnli^)lr,R.tL 

Speelal Aeelatant to the Attorney Oeneral 

i '' JAN 29 1942 
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WILLIAl^ MOTJLTON MAKSTON 
CHIBST ORCEABI} 

HYl. HW YOaX 


Decem'ber J2 , 1941 



The President of the United States, 
The White House, 

Washington. S. C. 

Dear Sir: 


I have the honor ot offer you my services In any 
military or civilian capacity where my training and experience as 
a lawyer suid psychologist may he of use, for the duration of the 

war. 


I respectfully suggest that my most useful qualific- 
ation In the present emergency is that of an expert In lie detection. 
I originated the Lie Detector Test technique now generally In use, 
at the Harvard Psychological Laboratory In 1915; applied the test 
to military problems during the first World War; and have since 
extended the use of the test to several new fields as outlined in my 
book, *The Lie Detector Test," enclosed herewith. 

1 am also a lawyer, writer, public speaker, advertising 
and personnel adviser and eun experienced In writing and directing 
publicity. 


During the last war I worked, first, in a civilian 
capacity In connection with the National Reasearch Council, testing 
the applicability of all existing types of deception test to war 
slt'jatlons. I have tests In the Boston Criminal Co\irts; also dnder 
the auspices of the Army Intelligence Service, the Psychological 
Division, Surgeon Oeneral of the Army and the P.B.I., with uniformly 
successful results. 

- UFffnnnDD riDcontJiHa 


With a view to organising a staff of trained psychol- 
ogists for systematic military application of the Lie Detector test • 
I was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant and was sent to Camp Creenleof 
In 1918. On completion of my military training I was recommended 
for a Captaincy; but this comraisslon and further deception test 
developments were interrupted by the Armistice. .1 then volunteered 
for reconstruction work emd was sent to Base Hospital, Camp Upton, 
where 1 served as Commanding Officer of the Reconstruction Service 
and morale officer of the Base Hospital, receiving an honorable 
I discharge from the Army In 1919. I am, at the present time, 48 years 
' bid. In good health and 80 ^^nd physical condition. 



•■iSr fciT£; 




(bo ct' 
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William Moulton Marston 


To furnish for your eonsidaration an accurate and 
complete record of my qualifications for the types of serrice which 
I ml^t render my country, I take the liberty of enclosing: (I) my 

background and career as 3 >ublitbed in the ^Cyclopaedia of American 
Biography", Vol. B. 1937-38; (2) biographical sketch from "Who's 
Who in America", vol. 20, 1940-41; (3) a copy of my book, "The 
Lie Detector Text", N.T.C,, 1938; and (4) a brief summary of suggested 
applications of the Lie Detector test in time of. war. 

Should ny services be called upon to orgemize deception 
test work for military or civilian purposes, I have available a 
trained executive assistant who also volunteers his services as per 
letter enclosed, and other opel^ators. 

With my personal pledge of loyalty and devotion to the 
greatest cause on earth, believe me to be, Mr. President, 

Very sincerely yours. 


/s/ William Moulton Marston 


WMM 
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From the 



THE ATTORNEi’ GENERAL 

Mr. Carusl * 

Mr. Qilfond , 

THE SOLICITCR CffiNERAL 

THE ASSISTAtlT TO THE ATTORNEY (3REBAL 
Assistant Attorney General, Antitrust Division 
Assistant Attorney General, Criraiaal Division 
Assistant Attorney General, Tax Division ____________ 

Assistant Attorney General, Lands Division __________ 

Assistant Attorney General, Claims Division 

The Assistant Solicitor General ____________________ 

Nr. Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Mr. Bennett, Director, Bureau of Prisons ____________ 

Mr. Schofield, Emigration and Naturalization Service 
Mr. Martin, Director, Bureau of War Risk ____________ 

Mr, Staith, Chief, Special Defense Unit _____________ 

Nr. Quinn, Administrative Assistant ________________ 

Mr. lycais. Pardon Attorney ____________________ 

Mr. Collins __________________________________ 

Mr. Vanech ____________________________________ 

Division of Records 
File Room 


Ifr. Palmer 
Mr. Blackwelder 

Mr. Gill 

' Mr. Beers 

Mrs. Plumley 
Mrs. Poster 
Mr. Foucault” 
Miss Affleck 
Mrs. Brown 




